An illustration book for traditional Chinese Hokkien wedding customs by Tan, Ching May.
AN ILLUSTRATION BOOK FOR TRADITIONAL CHINESE 

HOKKIEN \VEDDING CUSTOMS 

Tan Ching May 
Bache lor of Applied Arts with Honours 





? KHI CnA J ~AKL UnAT AKACEMI K 
UNIMAS 
11111111 11111111 11111111  
1000273856 
AN ILLUSTRATION BOOK FOR TRADITIONAL CHINESE HOKKIEN 
·WEDDING CUSTOMS 
TAN CHING MAY 

This proj ect is submitted in partial fulfillment of 





Faculty of Applied and Creative Arts 
UNIVERSrTI MALAYSlA SARAWAK 
2014 
UNlVERSITI MALAYSIA SAWARAK 
Grade: 
Please tick ('JJ 
Final Year Project Report rn 
Masters D 
PhD D 
DECLARATION OF ORIGINAL WORK 
. . . ')...0 :5uNF
ThIS declaratlOn 1S made on the .......... .. ..... day of.. ........ .. .. ... 2014. 

Student's Declaration: 
I TAN CHING II1AY, 33214, FACULTY OF APPLIED & CREATIVE ARTS (FSGK) hereby declare 
that the work entitled, AN ILLUSTRATION BOOK FOR TRADITIONAL CHINESE HOKKIEN 
WEDDING CUSTOMS is my original work. I have not copied from any other students' work or 
from any other sources except where due reference or acknowledgement is made explicitly in the 
text, nor has any part been written for me by another person. 
TA."1 CHING MAY (33214)'J..-G/b /:>-0 Ilf 




was prepared by the above named student, and was submitted to the "FACULTY" as i * 
partial/full fulfillment for the conferment of ....... .. ...................... ... .... ................ .............. ..... .. 
....... (PLEASE INDICATE THE DEGREE), and the aforementioned work, to the best of my 
knowledge, is the said student's work 
't{Wl.§1r:r< W/H-PIr-JCr frKJUSSt'te: '"P?l ' b . ?-vIC{Received fo r examina tion by: 
(Name ofthe supervisor) 
~)"I U\-,i ~ ~~..
r:i~~' 
I declare this Project/Thesis is classified as (Please tick (-I) : 
o CONFIDENTIAL (Contains confidential informa tion under the Official Secret Act 1972)' 
D RESTRICTED (Contains restricted information as specified by the organization where 
research was done)* 
DOPEN ACCESS 
Validation of ProjectIThesis 
I therefore duly affh-med with free consent and willingness declared that this said Project/Thesis 
shall be placed officially in the Centre for Academic Information Services with the abide interest 
and rights as follows: 
• 	 This ProjectIThesis is the sale legal property of Universiti Malaysia Sarawak 
(UNlMAS). 
• 	 The Centre for Aca demic Information Services has the lawful right to make copies for 
the purpose of academic and research only and not for other purpose. 
• 	 The Centre for Academic Information Services has the lawful right to digitise the 
content to for the Local Content Database. 
• 	 The Centre for Academic Information Services has the lawful right to make copies of 
the Project/Thesis for academic exchange between Higher Learning Institute . 
• 	 No dispute or any claim shall arise from the s tudent itself neither third party On this 
Project/Thesis once it becomes sale property of UNIMAS. 
• 	 This Project/Thesis or any materia l, data and information related to it shall not be 
distributed, published or disclosed to any party by the student except with UNIMAS 
permission. 
l/'>~ ~ Student's signature __--'='----_______ Supervisor's signa ture: _+ __:+--1___ 
('*' June 2014 ) ( ;:r-:tJtl e 2014 ) 
, 9(~. 

Current Address: l...ec1J,.rer 

32, Lorang Batu Nilam 28H, Bandar Bukit Tinggi 2, 41 200 Klangr SeJ.angfll: . A lied and Crcatl'lle 

I 'm MAl YSiA v.JtAWA 
Notes: • If the Projecttrhesis is CONFIDENTIAL or RESTRICTED, please attach together as 
annexure a letter from the organiza tion with the period and reasons of confidentiality and 
restriction. 
[The instrument was duly prepa red by The Centre for Academic Information Services] 
111 
The project entitled "An Illustration Book for Traditional Chinese Hokkien 
Wedding Customs" was prepared by Tan Ching May and submitted to the Faculty of 
Applied and Creative Arts in partial fulfillment of the requirements for a Bachelor of 
Applied Arts with Honours (Design Technology). 
Received for examination by: 
Date: 
~ 
PwIIty ~~ ami ~rlw AN 





This research project would not have been possible without the support of many people. I 
would like to tbank all the people who had helped me in completing this research. I take this 
opportunity to express my profound gratitude and deep regards to my supervisor Mr. 
Sylvester Wielding ak Jussem for his wise comments, valuable guidance, advice, patience, 
and useful critiques. I am really appreciates his time and effort to help me in the development 
of tbis research. Besides, I would like to thank to my graphic lecturer, Dr. Siti Shukhaila Bt 
Shaharuddin for helping me a lot by giving me comments on how to improve my project. 
Moreover, my special thanks to Mr. Louis Ringah Kanyan, Mr. Mastika b. Lamat and Ms. 
Salmiah Abdul Hamid for their comment, ideas and criticism tbroughout this project. Also, I 
would like to thank the participants of my survey, who willingly spent their precious time 
with me on the interview. Last but not least, must appreciation goes to my families and friends 
for tbeir understandings and supports on me in completing tbis project and my university life. 
I am always grateful about your love for me. Without helps from the particular that mentioned 
above, I believe tbat I would have face many difficulties while doing this project. 
Thank you. 









T ABLE OF CONTENT VI 

List of Figures x 







CHAPTER 1 RESEACRH BACKGROUND 
1.0 Research Background 	 I 

1.0.1 	 Traditional Chinese Hokkien Wedding 2 

Customs & Rituals 

1.0.2 	 lllustration 3 

1.1 Problem Statement 	 4 

1.2 Objectives of Reseacrch 	 5 

1.3 Hypothesis 	 5 

1.4 Scope of Study 	 5 

1.5 Limitation of the research 	 6 

1.6 Conclusion 	 6 

CHAPTER 2 LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.0 Introduction 	 7 

2.1 Conclusion 	 11 

vi 
CHAPTER 3 METHODOLOGY 
3.0 Introduction 12 
3.1 Qualitative Methods 
3.1.1 Interview 13 
3.1.2 Observation 14 
3.1.3 Experimentation 
3.1.3.1 Techniques 15 

3.1.3 .2 Book Binding 16 

3.1.4 Book 17 

3.1.5 Internet 17 

3.2 Quantitative Methods 
3.2.1 Questionnaire 17 

3.3 Conclusion 17 

CHAPTER 4 GRAPH ANALYSIS 
4.0 Introduction 18 

4.1 Questionnaire Analyzing 18 

4 .2 Conclusion 35 

CHAPTERS FINAL SUGGESTION 
5.0 Introduction 36 

5.1 Design Speciflcation 36 

5.1.1 Book Title 37 
375.1.2 Target Audience 
375.1.3 Design Concept 
VII 
38 5.1.4 	 Type of Illustration Book for Traditional 
Chinese Hokkien Wedding customs 




5.2 Idea Development 	 40 

5.2.1 	 Sketch 40 

5.2.2 	 Technique Used 41 

5.2.3 	 Photography Technique 43 

5.2.4 	 Font Used 45 

5.2.5 	 Layout and Composition Design 46 

5.2.6 	 Product Sampling 57 

5.2.7 	 Book Cover 58 

5.2.8 	 Book Binding 60 

5.3 Conclusion 	 60 

CHAPTER 6 VADILATION 
6.0 Introduction 	 61 

6.1 Finding from Validation 	 61 

6.2 Validation data analysis 	 63 

6.4 Conclusion 	 67 

CHAPTER 7 CONCLUSION 	 68 






Appendix 1: Research questionnaire 72 
Appendix 2: Validation questionnaire 76 
Appendix 3: Finallllustration Book 77 
Appendix 4: Promotional Item 78 
Appendix 5: CIPTA exhibition 79 
Appendix 6: Presentation panel during CIPTA 2014 80 
ix 




Figure 1: Lack of visual element 4 
CHAPTER 3 
Figure 2: Mrs Khoo was talking about the traditional Chinese 13 
wedding customs procedure. 
Figure 3: Some of the process for actual wedding day 14 
Figure 4: The process of wedding banquet 14 
Figure 5: Different kind of drawing and techniques 15 
Figure 6: Drawing on transparence paper for effect viewing 15 
Figure 7: Different kind of book bindings 16 
CHAPTERS 
Figure 8: Sketch of the traditional Chinese hokkien wedding 40 
Customs procedure 
Figure 9: The development idea by different media and technique 41 
Figure 10: Hand-drawing using mix media from photos 42 
Figure 11: Picture crop in Adobe Photoshop 43 
Figure 12: Color adj ustment 43 
Figure 13: Removed background using Quick Selection Tool 44 
Figure 14: Combination real image with drawing 44 
Figure 15: Font used in the book design 45 
Figure 16: Layout idea 46 
x 
47 
Figure l8: Layout design l 
Figure 17: Watercolor effect as a background 
48 
Figure 19: Layout design 2 48 
Figure 20: The layout design in the "Part I" 49 
Figure 2l: The layout design in "Procedure I" 50 
Figure 22 : The layout design in "Procedure 2" 50 
Figure 23 : The layout design in "Procedure 3" 51 
Figure 24 : The layout design in "Procedure 4" 51 
Figure 25 : The layour design in "Procedure 5" 52 
Figure 26: The layout design in "Procedure 6" 52 
Figure 27 : The layout design in "Procedure 7" 52 
Figure 28: The layout design in "Procedure 8" 53 
Figure 29: The layout design in "Procedure 8-1" 54 
Figure 30: The layout design in "Procedure 9" 55 
Figure 3l : The design of poster 55 
Figure 32: The design of book cover 55 
Figure 33: The design of promotional item 56 
Figure 34: Creating visual ambience through sample of 57 
real objects 
Figure 35: Sample of cotton drill 58 
Figure 36: Process to make a book cover 59 
Figure 37: Process to make a Coptic sewing binding 60 
CHAPTER 6 
Figure 38: Final product on CIPTA exhibition 62 





Graph 1: The gender of respondent (Question I) 
 19 

Graph 2: The race of respondent (Question 2) 20 

Graph 3: The age of respondent (Question 3) 21 

Graph 4: The marital status of respondent (Question 4) 22 

Graph 5: The profession of respondent (Question 5) 23 

Graph 6: Do you know about Chinese wedding customs (Question 6) 24 

Graph 7: How do you know Chinese wedding customs (Question 7) 25 

Graph 8: Reason lack of understanding Chinese wedding 26 

customs (Question 8) 

Graph 9: Younger generation rarely follow Chinese wedding 27 

customs (Question 9) 

Graph 10: What kind of traditional Chinese wedding book (Question 10) 28 

Graph I I: Type of media used to introduce Chinese wedding 29 

book (Question 11 ) 

Graph 12: Type of the book design (Question 12) 30 

Graph 13: Type offeatures book design (Question 13) 31 

Graph 14: Type of important elements (Question 14) 32 

Graph 15: Illustration technique (Question 15) 33 

Graph 16: Respondents are more interested book including photography 
 34 
and illustration (Question 16) 




Graph 18: The gender of respondent (Question 1) 63 
Graph 19: The age of respondent (Question 2) 64 
Graph 20: The race of respondent (Question 3) 65 
Graph 21: Data finding for illustration book validation (Question 1 to Question 5) 66 
xiii 
Abstract 
Nowadays, books about the traditional wedding customs of the Chinese are long 
winding and it is being shelved by society. Thus, this research is carried out for the purpose 
of identifying the wedding customs of the Chinese Hokkien through the use of illustration 
books. The illustration books use the application ofdifferent types of drawing techniques and 
media which are suitable in delivering the message of the wedding customs to attract the 
readers. Visual concepts that are used in the illustration books are not just easily 
understandable, but make it memorable as well by using attractive illustrations. 
XIV 
Abstrak 
Pada masa kini, bu),:u adat resam perkahwinan masyarakat Cina dipaparkan da/am 
bentuk ayat yang panjang dan kurang mendapat perhatian masyarakat. Oleh itu, kajian ini 
dijalankan untuk mengenalpasti adat resam perkahwinan masyarakat Cina Hokkien melalu! 
buku ilustras!. Selain iw, ia tumt mengaplikasikan pelbagai teknik ilustrasi dan jenis media 
yang bersesuaian dalam menyampaikan mesej adat resam perkahwinan masyarakat Gina 
HoWen dan menarik minat kepada pengguna. Konsep visual yang digunakan dalam buku 
ilustrasi adat resam perkahwinan masyarakat Cina Hokkiel1 adalah mudah difahami dan 





1.0 Research Background 
Chinese community in Malaysia is made up of numerous ethnic groups. They are Mandarin , 
Hakka, Hokkien, Cantonese, Hainanese and Teochew. Thus, different ethnics have difference 
cultural and marriage equipment. Hokkien is the largest in chinese dialect spoken among the 
Malaysia Chinese community. Oliginally, hokkien people were descendants of the earliest 
Chinese settlers on the Peninsula who originated mainly from Fujian. Nowadays, majority of 
Chinese in Malaysia used Hokkien as a trade language to converse with other Chinese in 
particular regions, regardless their ethnic background. 
The definition of marriage found in the Oxford Dictionaries is the legally or fonnally 
recognized union of a man and a woman (or, in some jurisdictions, two people of the same 
sex) as partners in a relationship. According to the traditional Chinese culture, birth , death , 
and marriage are most imp011ant in our life. For us, marriage is a rite of passage to adulthood 
and it is the time when we finally become bonded to a lifelong companion. Therefore, it is 
an important event when we start up a family. Chinese wedding culture is a vital part of 
Chinese tradition. Many rituals have been lost in of history, but many are observed even 
today. Marriage is important to maintain the famil y unit through which the ancestor can be 
continued from one generation to another. Thus , a marriage needs to be planned and managed 
better. According to their beliefs, married couples without following the customary rules will 
be considered as invalid. 
1.0.1 Traditional Chinese Hokkien Wedding Customs & Rituals 
Despite China's long history and many different geographical areas, it was very important to 
follow the basic principle, generally known as "Three Letters and Six Etiquettes," which is 
essential to a marriage. This is important to conduct marriage ritual properly, as any minor 
step overlooked might cause grave consequences to the prosperity of the clan. Marriage is 
initiated by series ofthree letters such as request letter, gift letter and wedding letter. Request 
letter from the groom's family sent to the bride's family as request for marriage. The gift letter 
would accompanies the gifts from groom's family to the bride's family before the wedding. 
Wedding letter will be given on wedding day by groom 's family as act accepting bride. 
Chinese word for etiquette is defIne as customs and gifts. Six etiquettes such as proposal, 
birthdates, bride price, wedding gifts, arranging the wedding and wedding ceremony. A 
proposal is conduct by matchmaker to convey the groom's family request to the bride's side. 
If bride's family did not object the proposal, matchmaker will do some calculation and 
matching based on couples' birthdates. After that, groom's family will arranges matchmaker 
to deliver gifts, including the betrothal letter to the bride's family. The wedding gifts (Guo 
Da Li) will be sent by the groom to confirm the acceptance of the marriage. Then, both 
families will choose a good day as wedding day which will bring luck and prosperous to the 
couple, based on the Chinese Calendar Mythology. Final ritual is actual wedding ceremony 
where bride and groom become a married couple. 
Preparations ofTraditional Chinese Hokkien Wedding Customs are very important. Wedding 
is a ceremony of joining two families clan by their son and daughter, the couple. Detail of 
Hokkien Wedding procedure is date picking, proposal, betrothal gift, bed setting, the dowry, 




The definition of illustration found in the Princeton's WordNet is a visual representation tbat 
is used make some subject more pleasing or easier to understand. Illustration are important 
in our life . Illustration sits somewhere between art and graphic design. Using illustration to 
convey message perceives visual information quicker, and it holds the message longer in the 
memory. It can be useful for people with bad memory and for those with hearing disabilities. 
Besides that, illustration serve education purposes from the very beginning of human 's life. 
Illustration can be an advertising to attracting people's attention. Nowadays, illustration used 
in book, magazine and advertisement. 
Studies done by researcher to create an illustration book for traditional Chinese Rokkien 
Wedding customs. Content of the illustration book is about the wedding procedure of the 
Rokkien. Researcher provide simple explanation and attractive illustration in order to 
impress reader regarding the rituals. 
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1.1 Problem Statement 
1.1.1 Lack of visual elements usage in the Traditional Chinese Hokkien Wedding 
Customs book 
Traditional Chinese Wedding Customs has problem with visual communication in tenn of 
body text. Wedding custom book available focus more on words and lack of visual elements 
usage. Most textbook illustrations do not appear to serve an important instructional function. 
(Levin & Mayer,1993 ; Woodward 1993). 
Figure 1: Lack a/visual element 
1.1.2 Young generation lack of understanding ahout Traditional Chinese Hokkien 
Wedding Customs 
Young people today are exposed to a large variety of "Western" influences which are 
disseminated through the mass media such as books and magazines, television, video 
cassettes and movies, resulting in the acquisition of distorted ideas regarding love, sex, and 
marriage. (Tan Teik Beng 1986) Young generation are lack of understanding about Chinese 
Hokkien wedding custome such as bridal bed setting, hair combing ceremony and so on. 
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1.2 	 Objectives of Research 
I. 	 To identify the wedding customs of the Chinese Hokkien through the use of 
illustration. 
II. 	 To analyze the different kinds of illustration that are suitable in carrying out the 
message of the traditional customs of the Chinese Hokkien. 
111. 	 To propose a design for the illustration book which would attract the attention from 
the general public . 
IV. 	 To validate the design oftbe illustration book as to allow it to be a source ofreference 
for society. 
1.3 Hypothesis 
Hokkien wedding procedure is an important element for us as a grand ceremony in once in a 
life time. Promote and provide explanation of traditional Chinese Hokkien wedding customs 
through visual information with illustration book. To workout an illustration book for 
traditional Chinese Hokkien wedding customs by band-drawing using mix media to deliver 
the message. Besides, less text and more illustration from the book will be able to attract the 
readers as it is easy reading and memorable. 
1.4 Scope of Study 
The research will focus on the use of different types of drawing techniques, media, paper and 
fabric to create a unique Traditional Chinese Hokkien Wedding Customs book. Tbis study 
focus on young generation wbo tends to forget about the traditional Chinese Hokkien 
wedding customs. Illustration used to promote the traditional Chinese Hokkien wedding 
customs for the other culture who are interesting in Chinese wedding customs. 
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1.5 Limitation of the research 
This research focus on traditional Chinese Bokkien wedding. Study done in a particular area, 
which is in Klang, Selangor. Availability of Chinese wedding book are limited and lack of 
explanation for their procedure. Some books were published in Chinese and it is hard to bring 
the accurate information in English as a single Chinese word carry mUltiple meaning. 
Limitation oftime given and many traditions have been simplified by researcher to recording 
of the wedding procedure. Information can only be gathered through interview and website 
which are related to traditional Chinese Bollien wedding. 
1.6 Conclusion 

In the end of this chapter, important information such as research background, identify the 

problem statement, objective of research, scope of study and limitation were stated above. 








Literature review is an evaluative report to find relevant information to achieve the objective. 
A critical review of the literature shows how prevailing ideas fit into thesis and how your 
thesis agrees or differs from them. Research towards book, journal and internet was done to 
obtain information related to create an illustration book for traditional Chinese Hokkien 
wedding customs. In this research, need to understand the theory and apply during the process 
of des igning to achieve the objective. Following were the information obtained from those 
sources: 
Illustration 
"Illustration is one of the most powerful forms of communications. It captivates us, and 
it makes us smile. Illustration makes a message or text of a story beautiful that may seen 
banal otherwise. It fills the communication gap that can't be explained with wo rds and is 
something everyone in the world can relate to illustration also gives people the honor of 
experiencing my awesome imagination. " 
(Ryan Feerer, 2010) 
Statement above show that illustration book have a powerful fomts to communications with 
readers. Illustration help to clarity idea, solve problem, interpret, amplify and enrich words 
and tell stories. Thus, used illustration deliever Chinese hokkien wedding procedure 
messages more easy to understand by readers. Therefore, illustration could create a Chinese 
hokkien wedding book to be more interesting to attract attention readers. 
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"One cannot communicate by words alone. Nearly any kind of written communication 
can benefit from the addition of visual images: photographs or illustration. The old saw is 
that a picture is worth a thousand words. Extrapolating on that, a picture and a few word are 
worth the thousand words." 
(Robert Bohle, 1990) 
"When text and image each other ' s spaces, new and powerful relationships and stories 
can emerge. 
(Poynor, 2004) 
Two statement above shows that picture themselves have a corrununicative value. That 
ancient Chinese Proverb say that a picture is worth a thousand words. Then, a picture and 
less word able to perceive the information more quickly and memory. So, image and text 
must never be seen as something separate from the content ofthe publication. No matter what 
kind ofbooks, text and imagery have been combined. 
8 

~- .' ----- -- ­
I 
